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completely updated to include important primary research archaeological findings and debates from the last decade this
third edition of f donald logan s successful book examines the vikings and their critical role in history the author uses
archaeological literary and historical evidence to analyze the vikings overseas expeditions and their transformation from
raiders to settlers focusing on the period from 800 1050 it studies the vikings across the world from denmark and sweden
right across to the british isles the north atlantic and the new world this edition includes a new epilogue explaining the



The Vikings A History

2 The Vikings A History

aims of the book updated further reading sections maps and photographs by taking this new archaeological and primary
research into account the author provides a vital text for history students and researchers of this fascinating people

a look at the ancient scandinavian peoples

were the vikings as contemporary description had it a valiant wrathful foreign purely pagan people who swept in from the
sea to plunder and slaughter or in the words of a manx folksong ware wolves keen in hungry quest who lived and died by
the sea and the sword or were they unusually successful merchants extortionists and pioneer explorers this book by
leading international scholars considers the latest research and presents a compelling picture of the vikings and their age
excavations as far apart as dublin and newfoundland york and kiev provide fascinating archaeological evidence expertly
interpreted in this extensively illustrated book

enthralling well documented and vivid account by a leading authority on the subject chronicles the activities of those bold
sea raiders of the north who terrorized europe from the 8th to the 11th centuries abundantly illustrated the volume will be
invaluable to scholars and students of nordic history 12 plates and 40 black and white illustrations

from the fury of the northmen deliver us o lord between the eighth and eleventh centuries the vikings surged from their
scandinavian homeland to trade raid and invade along the coasts of europe their influence and expeditions extended from
newfoundland to baghdad their battles were as far flung as africa and the arctic but were they great seafarers or desperate
outcasts noble heathens or oafish pirates the last pagans or the first of the modern europeans this concise study puts
medieval chronicles norse sagas and muslim accounts alongside more recent research into ritual magic genetic profiling
and climatology it includes biographical sketches of some of the most famous vikings from erik bloodaxe to saint olaf and
king canute to leif the lucky it explains why the danish king harald bluetooth lent his name to a twenty first century
wireless technology which future saint laughed as she buried foreign ambassadors alive why so many icelandic settlers
had irish names and how the last viking colony was destroyed by english raiders extending beyond the traditional viking
age of most books a brief history of the vikings places sudden scandinavian population movement in a wider historical



The Vikings A History

3 The Vikings A History

context  it  presents  a  balanced appraisal  of  these infamous sea kings explaining both their  swift  expansion and its
supposed halt supposed because ultimately the vikings didn t disappear they turned into us

a comprehensive and thrilling history of the vikings for fans of the history channel series from harald bluetooth to cnut the
great the feared seamen and plunderers of the viking age ruled norway sweden and denmark but roamed as far as
byzantium greenland and america raiders and traders settlers and craftsmen the medieval  scandinavians who have
become familiar to history as vikings never lose their capacity to fascinate from their ingeniously designed longboats to
their stormy pantheon of viking gods and goddesses ruled by odin in valhalla robert ferguson is a sure guide across what
he calls the treacherous marches which divide legend from fact in viking age history his long familiarity with the literary
culture of scandinavia with its skaldic poetry is combined with the latest archaeological discoveries to reveal a sweeping
picture of the norsemen one of history s most amazing civilizations impeccably researched and filled with compelling
accounts and analyses of legendary viking warriors and norse mythology the vikings is an indispensable guide to medieval
scandinavia and is a wonderful companion to the history channel series

for those living outside scandinavia the viking age effectively began in 793 with an attack on the monastery at lindisfarne
the attack on lindisfarne was a characteristically violent harbinger of what was in store for britain and much of europe from
the vikings for the next 300 years until the final destruction of the heathen temple to the norse gods at uppsala around
1090 robert ferguson is a sure guide across what he calls the treacherous marches which divide legend from fact in viking
age history his long familiarity with the literary culture of scandinavia the eddas the poetry of the skalds and the sagas is
combined with the latest archaeological discoveries and the evidence of picture stones runes ships and objects scattered
all over northern europe to make the most convincing modern portrait of the viking age in any language the hammer and
the cross ranges from scandinavia itself to kievan rus and byzantium in the east to iceland greenland and the north
american settlements in the west beyond its geographical boundaries the book takes us on a journey to a misty region
inhabited by hallfred the troublesome poet harald bluetooth ragnar hairy breeches ivar the boneless and eyvind the
plagiarist in which literature history and myth dissolve into one another
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the vikings descended upon europe at the close of the 8th century invading the continent s western seas and river
systems trading raiding and spreading terror in the north they settled iceland and greenland and reached north america
in the east swedish varangians established a river road to the orient with the collapse of the viking commercial empire
sweden and the other scandinavian countries struggled to survive their hardships exacerbated by internal strife foreign
domination and the black death this book details the development of scandinavia sweden in particular from the end of the
ice age through a series of prehistoric cultures the bronze and iron ages to the viking period and late middle ages recent
research suggests a swedish origin of the goths who helped dismember the roman empire and evidence of swedish
participation in the western viking expeditions special attention is given to eastern europe where sweden dominated
commerce through the conquest of trade towns and the river systems of russia

the history culture and religion of the norse from the early stone age past the viking age

the definitive history of the vikings from arts and culture to politics and cosmology by a distinguished archaeologist with
decades of expertise the viking age from 750 to 1050 saw an unprecedented expansion of the scandinavian peoples into
the wider world as traders and raiders explorers and colonists they ranged from eastern north america to the asian steppe
but for centuries the vikings have been seen through the eyes of others distorted to suit the tastes of medieval clerics and
elizabethan playwrights victorian imperialists nazis and more none of these appropriations capture the real vikings or the
richness and sophistication of their culture based on the latest archaeological and textual evidence children of ash and elm
tells the story of the vikings on their own terms their politics their cosmology and religion their material world known today
for a stereotype of maritime violence the vikings exported new ideas technologies beliefs and practices to the lands they
discovered and the peoples they encountered and in the process were themselves changed from eirík bloodaxe who
fought his way to a kingdom to gudrid thorbjarnardóttir the most traveled woman in the world children of ash and elm is
the definitive history of the vikings and their time

a comprehensive new history of the infamous vikings those men and women raided and traded their way into history
whilst at the same time helping to build new nations in scandinavia and beyond
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who were the vikings did they earn the reputation of remorseless raiders and greedy pirates where they more than the
mere barbarians and plunderers that history makes them out to be find out the truth about the vikings with history of
vikings from the history of rune stones to norse mythology by michael j stewart stewart takes you beyond rumor and
speculation and into the real world of the scandinavian seafarers known as the vikings you ll get the true story not an
oversimplified hollywood myth you ll learn who the vikings were and why they raided their neighbors how the vikings used
runestones to tell stories about the gods and themselves what life was like in the viking age for an ordinary viking family
what vikings at war fought with and lived and died for about their myths and their pantheon of gods including freyja odin
thor and loki with history of vikings from the history of rune stones to norse mythology by michael j stewart you get more
than a simple history this quick dip uses the study of archeological findings and surviving collections of prose and poetic
works to paint an accurate picture of these famous people stewart presents the facts it s up to you to draw your own
conclusions don t dismiss the vikings as heretical barbicans learn how they really lived

a new narrative history of the viking age interwoven with exploration of the physical remains and landscapes that the
vikings fashioned and walked their rune stones and ship burials settlements and battlefields

this beautifully presented book chronicles the coming and going of these peoples their kings heroes and saints and way of
life look out for more pitkin guides on the very best of british history heritage and travel

ancient scandinavia provides a comprehensive overview of the archaeological history of denmark norway and sweden

in this accessible book the whole narrative of the viking story is examined from the eighth to the 11th century arranged
thematically  the  book examines  the  norsemen from exploration to  religion to  trade to  settlement  to  weaponry  to
kingdoms to their demise and legacy but today questions remain what prompted the first viking raids what stopped their
expansion and how much of the tales of murder rape and pillage is myth publisher

in ad 793 norse warriors struck the english isle of lindisfarne and laid waste to it wave after wave of norse sea wolves
followed in search of plunder land or a glorious death in battle much of the british isles fell before their swords and the
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continental capitals of paris and aachen were sacked in turn turning east they swept down the uncharted rivers of central
europe captured kiev and clashed with mighty constantinople the capital of the byzantine empire but there is more to the
viking story than brute force they were makers of law the term itself comes from an old norse word and they introduced a
novel form of trial by jury to england they were also sophisticated merchants and explorers who settled iceland founded
dublin and established a trading network that stretched from baghdad to the coast of north america in the sea wolves lars
brownworth brings to life this extraordinary norse world of epic poets heroes and travellers through the stories of the great
viking figures among others leif the lucky who discovered a new world ragnar lodbrok the scourge of france eric bloodaxe
who ruled in york and the crafty harald hardrada illuminate the saga of the viking age a time which has passed away and
grown dark under the cover of night
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